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Platforms  

The platforms that carry news and information are the following in the order of importance 

measured by audience share: 

 TV and radio, satellite TV, internet, newspapers, and magazines. 

Television and radio are the most accessed sources for news and information, due to the low 

cost, ability of TV and radio to move beyond issues of illiteracy and universal access.  

Newspapers are other providers of news and information  

Th e internet is a platform that also carries news and information.  

Main Shifts in News Consumption  

There has been a limited migration to digital transmission, with new digital platforms for 

news and information. Content providers continue to use their old media platforms while 

providing the same contents on the new digital platforms. Th ere have been some major 

changes (in terms of audience share) in news and information consumption and these relate 

mainly to the tendency among urban youth to seek news and information from online 

sources.  

Young people started to generate their own media contents, practicing new kinds of 

journalism and becoming citizen journalists. Also, activists are capitalizing on these new 

digital media because of their low entry barriers.  

Media ownership: 

 The government is the only monopoly in terms of media ownership. It has control over radio 

and television and their online platforms. It also exercises signifi cant infl uence on political 

party newspapers and has a legal and economic arsenal to control and manage the 

competition. Th e government uses fi nancial pressure to push the most outspoken media to 

close down or go bankrupt. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eboik.com/?utm_source=file&utm_medium=pdf


CITIZEN JOURNALISTS 

 

Citizen journalists may turn out to be the 21st century’s most potent force for creating, supporting, 

and building open and democratic societies.  

In environments where poor infrastructure, minimal access to technology, and small-scale 

economies impede the creation or sustainability of mainstream independent media, and in 

countries where repressive governments limit the ability of professional journalists to 

operate freely, citizen journalists are filling the gaps.  

Yet citizen journalists often have no formal journalism training nor—perhaps more 

critically—any training in the essential roles independent media play in ensuring accountable 

and transparent government. 

Today, citizens are both consumers and producers of news. The 24/7 appetite for information is fed 

in part by cellphone photos, YouTube videos, and micro-messaging tweets of everyday citizens. Many 

citizens can afford and use the same tools as professional journalists. Yet, few have the training or 

are media literate enough to be fair and accurate purveyors of news. 

“Citizen journalism” is not an exact term. More people than “citizens” of a given nation may be 

involved, and what occurs is not always considered “journalism.” As a result, multiple terms attempt 

to describe the same phenomenon. “Citizen journalism” has become the most common, but other 

phrases in use include “community media,” “participatory journalism,” “civic journalism,” and “user 

generated content.” Additional terms, such as “new media,” “digital journalism,” “crowdsourcing,” 

and “social networking” are sometimes used interchangeably with “citizen journalism,. 

 

DEFINITION 

1/ The act by an individual or group, on any media platform (print, radio, television, online, 

mobile phones, etc.) and using any technology (text, blogs, SMS messaging, photography, 

audio, podcasting, video, etc.) of reporting, analyzing or disseminating news and 

information. 

2/ Citizen journalists help their communities hear a plurality of independent voices and 

empower members of those communities to monitor, evaluate and contribute to political, 

economic, and social life. 

3/ Citizen journalism [allows individuals to] write and or comment on issues they feel are left 

out of the mainstream media. Blogging has become a powerful and non-expensive tool for 

non-journalists to share their stories and views. 

4/ A number of news Web sites are encouraging people to comment on issues raised in their stories. 

Many people have chosen to use blogging as a way of expressing themselves. This also allows them 



to raise the issues without the fear of being ‘cut short’ by the editor. Some journalists have their own 

blog spots where they receive feedback on their articles. More and more civil society organisations 

are using this form of communication to talk to their communities. They also raise areas of concern 

and encourage participation.” 

Case Study: Morocco 

The Maghreb Citizen Journalism Workshop: Teaching Bloggers and their 

Audiences the Importance of Trust 

Bloggers can be essential independent voices, especially in regions of the world 

where traditional media are often limited by government censorship. 

Increasingly the development community is looking to help bloggers reach 

larger audiences and adhere to professional journalism ethics and standards. 

Workshop topics included emerging technologies for citizen journalists and 

how bloggers working in repressive environments can protect themselves. The 

sessions, led by international and local trainers, also included practical skills, 

how to do investigative journalism, and how to use, but not abuse, the power 

of citizen journalism. 

Besides training bloggers, a goal was to build networks of citizen journalists. 

“We wanted to link bloggers in very repressive environments, such as Tunisia, 

where often blogs are the best source of information, to bloggers in less 

repressive environments, such as Morocco,” Whitehouse said.  

Citizen journalists constitute a new generation of participants in today’s 

information society—but a generation not schooled in journalism. In addition 

to skills, they need media literacy training. They need to be taught to practice 

the highest journalism standards and values; to understand the roles and the 

responsibilities of media in civil society; and to recognize how they can best 

contribute to a fair, open, and pluralistic exchange of news and information. 


