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Learning Objectives : 

Students will be able to: 

 define media bias 
 list and describe the types of media bias 
 categorize media 
 media criticism 
 bias by omission 
 bias by placement 
 bias by story selection 
 bias by labeling 
 bias by spin 

MEDIA BIAS 

Media bias is the bias or perceived bias of journalists and news producers 

within the mass media in the selection of events and stories that are reported and 

how they are covered. The term "media bias" implies a pervasive or widespread bias 

contravening the standards of journalism, rather than the perspective of an individual 

journalist or article. The direction and degree of media bias in various countries is 

widely disputed. Practical limitations to media neutrality include the inability of 

journalists to report all available stories and facts, and the requirement that selected 

facts be linked into a coherent narrative. Government influence, including overt and 

covert censorship, biases the media in some countries, for example North Korea and 

Burma. Market forces that result in a biased presentation include the ownership of 

the news source, concentration of media ownership, the selection of staff, the 

preferences of an intended audience, and pressure from advertisers.  

The logic of constructing news stories is parallel to the logic of writing history. In both 

cases, for events covered, there is both a massive background of facts and a highly restricted 

amount of space to devote to those facts. The result in both cases is the same: 99.99999% of 

the “facts” are never mentioned at all. 

It isn’t even possible to present all the important facts, for many criteria compete for 

determining what is “important.” We must therefore always ask, “What has been left out of 

this article?” “What would I think if different facts had been highlighted here?” “What if this 

article had been written by those who hold a point of view opposite to the oneembedded in 

the story as told?”. 

https://eboik.com/?utm_source=file&utm_medium=pdf


Psychology tells us that as humans, we do not like having contradicting ideas in 

our minds and having these contradictory ideas causes us mental discomfort. When 

confronted with new evidence that contradicts preexisting beliefs, ideas, and/or 

values, our minds choose a path to reduce this psychological stress. If tying into the 

principles of confirmation bias, the path chosen is more likely the one which most 

aligns with our preexisting ideas even if that idea remains unchanged or is potentially 

wrong. 

Manipulating critical media literate of the news is difficult because: 

 ■ They study alternative perspectives and world views, learning how to interpret events 

from multiple viewpoints. 

 ■ They seek understanding and insight through multiple sources of thought and 

information, not simply those of the mass media. 

 ■ They learn how to identify the viewpoints embedded in news stories. 

 ■ They mentally rewrite (reconstruct) news stories through awareness of how stories would 

be told from multiple perspectives. 

 ■ They notice contradictions and inconsistencies in the news (often in the same story).  

■ They notice the agenda and interests served by a story.  

■ They notice the facts covered and the facts ignored. 

■ They notice what implications are ignored and what are emphasized. 

 ■ They notice which points of view are systematically put into a favorable light and which in 

an unfavorable light. 

Bias vs. Propaganda 

Bias …is prejudice;  a preconceived judgment or an opinion formed without just 

grounds or sufficient knowledge  

Propaganda … is a systematic effort to influence people's opinions; to win them to a 

certain side or view 

-Consider these two sentences in a news story: 

 1. “A crowd of more than 900 attended the protest.” 

 2. “Fewer than 1,000 showed up to protest.” 

How could you say this in a neutral (unbiased) way? 

 



 Every news story is affected by:  

thoughts  

opinions  

background  

of these people:  

interviewer  

reporter  

photographer  

editor  

Let’s Look at Bias through 

1-Bias through names and titles 

The way a person is described or labeled can influence how we think about them.  

2-Bias through Statistics 

Numbers and statistics can be manipulated to change the way we think about 

them. 

3. Opinion Statements Presented as Fact 

Sometimes journalists use subjective language or statements under the guise of 
reporting objectively. Even when a media outlet presents an article as a factual and 
objective news piece, it may employ subjective statements or language. 

A subjective statement is one that is based on personal opinions, assumptions, 
beliefs, tastes, preferences, or interpretations. It reflects how the writer views 
reality, what they presuppose to be the truth. It is a statement colored by their specific 
perspective or lens and cannot be verified using concrete facts and figures within the 
article. 

Interpretation can present the same events as two very different incidents. For 
instance, a political protest in which people sat down in the middle of a street 
blocking traffic to draw attention to their cause can be described as “peaceful” and 
“productive,” or, others may describe it as “aggressive” and “disruptive.” 

Words that signal subjective statements include: 

 Good/Better/Best 

 Is considered to be 



 Seemingly 

 Extreme 

 May mean that 

 Could 

 Apparently 

 Bad/Worse/Worst 

 It's likely that 

 Dangerous 

 Suggests 

4. Bias by Omission 

Bias by omission is a type of media bias in which media outlets choose not to 
cover certain stories or omit information that would support an alternative 
viewpoint. 

Media outlets sometimes omit stories in order to serve a political agenda. 
Sometimes, a story will only be covered by media outlets on a certain side of the 
political spectrum (for example, according to research, stories about Benghazi 
were mostly ignored by the Left, while some climate change stories have been 
mostly ignored by the Right). 

5-Bias by Placement 

Story and viewpoint placement can reveal media bias by showing which stories or 
viewpoints the editor finds most important. 

Bias by story placement is one type of bias by placement. The stories that a 
media outlet features "above the fold" or prominently on its homepage and in print 
show which stories they really want you to read, even if you read nothing else on 
the site or in the publication. Many people will quickly scan a homepage or read 
only a headline, so the stories that are featured first can reveal what the editor 
hopes you take away or keep top of mind from that day. 

6-Bias by spin  

 Bias by spin occurs when the story has only one interpretation of an event or policy, to 

the exclusion of the other; spin involves tone – it’s a reporter’s subjective comments about 

objective facts; makes one side’s ideological perspective look better than another. To check 

if it’s spin, observe which interpretation of an event or policy a news story matches – the 

liberal or conservative. Many news stories do not reflect a particular spin. Others summarize 

the spin put on an event by both sides. But if a story reflects one to the exclusion of the 

other, then you’ve found bias by spin. 

 



ACTIVITY 

1/ Here are the headlines and lead paragraphs of two articles which came out on the 

morning of March 11, 2003. They are covering the same incident: 

New York Times  3/11/2003  

Iraq forces suspension of U.S. surveillance flights 

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) -Iraqi fighter jets threatened two American U-2 

surveillance planes, forcing them to return and abort their mission and return 

to base, senior U.S. officials said Tuesday.  

USA Today  3/11/2003  

U.N. Withdraws U-2 Planes 

WASHINGTON (AP)-U.N. arms inspectors said Tuesday they had withdrawn two 

U-2 reconnaissance planes over Iraq for safety reasons after Baghdad complained 

both aircraft were in the air simultaneously. 

Analyse these two lead paragraphs and identify the type of media bias used. 

2/ Consult the two links about bias and propaganda 

https://study.com/academy/lesson/media-bias-criticism-definition-types-examples.html 

https://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-propaganda-definition-techniques-types-examples.html 

3/ Examine current news about Corona Virus  and analyse how they’re covered by  

three main cable news outlets ( aljazira, almaghribia , and CNN). 

https://study.com/academy/lesson/media-bias-criticism-definition-types-examples.html
https://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-propaganda-definition-techniques-types-examples.html

